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Emerging Fields Initiative – Guidelines  
 
Concept of the Emerging Fields Initiative 
 

Emerging fields are innovative, often interdisciplinary research topics with great potential which 
are still at the developmental stage. The uncertain prospects of success and in some cases the 
required confidentiality make it difficult to obtain traditional research funding. The Emerging 
Fields Initiative (EFI) at FAU aims to fund innovative, risky and preferably interdisciplinary re-
search projects from an early stage. The intention is to enable exceptional researchers to suc-
ceed in putting their visionary ideas into practice, bringing them to a stage where they are then 
eligible for funding from third parties. By promoting excellence, FAU hopes to develop its unique 
profile and strengthen its reputation as a leading research university. The EFI is also intended to 
help increase the attractiveness of FAU for national and international academics and strengthen 
strategic alliances with high-ranking partners. 

 

Application requirements 
 

All FAU professors (W1-W3) are entitled to apply for funding for an Emerging Fields project, as 
are particularly well-qualified lecturers (Privatdozenten/innen), heads of junior research groups 
and habilitation candidates. They are expected to be high achievers in their field, depending on 
their career level, and to have excellent qualifications in the applicable area of research. The 
planned Emerging Fields project must have a convincing scientific vision and a clear objective. 
Within the funding period, EFI projects are expected to generate important research findings 
and create a solid basis from which to acquire third-party funding from funding organisations or 
external partner institutions. EFI projects are initially granted funding for a period of two years, 
and are evaluated after approximately 1.5 years. If the project is evaluated positively, funding 
can be extended for a further year. The maximum funding period is therefore three years. 
 
 
How to apply 
 

In order to apply for an EFI project, the project coordinator initially submits a declaration of in-
tent, followed by a preliminary proposal in English by the set deadlines. The preliminary pro-
posal follows a set structure; it includes a brief summary of the prospective EFI project and a 
description of the scientific vision, the level of innovation, the risk and the future significance of 
the project. In addition, the proposal should describe the current status of research, as well as 
indicating how the project relates to the key research priorities and strategic development of 
FAU. All other applicants must be named and details provided of any external collaboration 
partners contributing to the project. An outline of the planned budget should also be included. 
The research profiles of all applicants must be attached, detailing their most important publica-
tions. The research profiles should be completed in English and should not exceed three pages 
each.   
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Evaluation process 
 
If the preliminary proposal is approved, the applicants are requested to submit a full proposal 
of approximately 20 pages in English, which is then forwarded to three external and partly inter-
national reviewers. Project coordinators may suggest or reject specific reviewers. All proposals 
are checked for impartiality by F3. The decision on the reviewers is made by the FAU Executive 
Board.   
 
If the external reviews are predominantly positive, the application team is given the opportunity 
to present and discuss their EFI proposal in front of the FAU Executive Board and external Ad-
visory Board. These give a recommendation on the basis of the full proposal, the external re-
views, the presentation and the discussion with the applicants. The final selection is made by 
the Executive Board of the University and the deans of the faculties at FAU. 
 


